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(STAICT. January 294, 1240 | Eis 
ok e Weuite _~Rest ster- ¥O1. 7, No.5. ‘CF, } 
Pad’ shed” ine Mgetinerten int ane, Oot. 17th, 1. 
Tit eee i Hh tan) 

vyolutionary Patriot shiuechnae ds ee his ieee 


_ the 27th: U1t. Mrs Josiah Culbertson, Sr., ared 97 
Ferains were ssoprted t> the crave by the “ilitary and 
foouree of the citizens of the tow: and vicinity, and 
th Militar honors and other testimoniote of respect 
F ‘services. — 
. malaeite in the life of i) Culbertson which — 
aa i. ord, and entitle him to the gratitude of his 
@ soldiers, during our arduous strugzle for 
ae en Be. good fortune towénder their country more in- 
bn 9 he did; and some of his personal exploits and 
ULE Ape’ ring and success, may be compared with those of 
js. on nd a Jasper-- A succinct memoir of his life and adventur- 
nay “pot, be interesting to our readers. 
2 Ur. Culbertson » s born at Culbertson Row, near Shippenberg, 
nae in th + eb ke Hie father was 6 native ofeIreland, 
t to Asierica, by his parents, when he wag four years 
Bi UE bd Presbyteriane. The father of Mr. Culbert- 
7 sa thee? isylvania when he was about ten year old, to 
reinia, beyond the then frontier of that State, and 
tiles from the nearest white settlement, where he reside’ at 
“of Eraddock's Defeat. It is well known that after the de- 
q ; Gee “Braddook: the Indisne threw themselves upon the defense- 
mabitants of the frontier, rav e the country and sparing | 
Mar axe nor sex, in their ind Apartn fte butoheriss. Shortly 
a he defeat and hefors the farily na* any intelligence of it, 
ty. of thirteen Shaenees came to the housa of ‘Vr. Gulbertson's 
lathe: on a marauding. axoursion to the asttlerents. They” aur- 
aad Lei ths house pafore they were discovered, but, did not molest 
family; but after print ie some provisions fror their reluct= 
ae boeataity they departed with many expressions of friendship. 
; sY, or tvo.afteraards a. runner from the settlement oame to ine 
pthe family of their janzer, and that the sate party of Indians 
a. {Wer soumitting sepreidations upon the settlement of Crean-briar 
fiver’. “They: inmediately retired to the’ nearest esttiement .» The 
- arty of Indisns capture’ a Yr. Ynelish and 4 Certan soman, and 
r rétern took the house of Yr. Culbertson*s father if their 
beet fend Were clich exasperated (ao Mra. English atated after her 
eg they found the family had removed; “no douvt intending 
Morder or take them prisoners on their return. "Mr @hlbertaon’e 
Rther: oentinued toireside inthe settled parts of Vircinia. The 
Mhabitente of the Freatier for their eet © by and to prevent surp~ 
Tee aed deapatoned) scouting parties to hunt for Indian 
etgas”.” MOne of these rarties pon abating Of txelys nen wae. aor” 
opened by godiah Culbertsen, then 24 or 15 years of age. After 
MAns Cho) Reversal days thay camerupon-an encampment of’ Indtane who 
a ees Ate fob ibd on ah OnE E They attacked: the Indians 
7 Set  oumeseued the. prigonera ane Look: gegen) eer 
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removed vith his family to North Carolina. While ~ 
Josiah and one of his brothers were in the arny 
ryon, where defeated the insurgents in 1770. After 
wily removed into South Caro lina ®here Yr. Cuilve reson 
1 in sills to a daughter of Col. John Thomas. About 


'. Culdertson volunteered in the amen? of daet Thomas, his 
brother-in-law and served fourteen weeks in ths Cherokee country. 
DB ring their campaign a party of fitty men, of whom Wr. Culbsrt- 
30n Was one, Was sent out to colleet some oattle of the Cherokees, 
Soe sustenance of the army. They had not proceeded mo1- than 
+ ana a half from the main body o° the army vhen they were 
ea by al larze hody of Indians, far aurerior ta them in 
. The whites inmediately took post upon 2 hill, which cave 
eat advantage over the foe, and enabled them to keep 
heok. The Indisne at the command of their chief rade 4 


ho up the hill with tomahayk in hand, and were as often driven 
ck ov the murasrous tire of ‘the whites. the tiring was heard 


by the main army and relief was immediately sent, and the Indiara 
Oo leaving forty-seven dead on the ground-- of the whites three 
ere killed and Maj. Downe and Capt. Lacey were mortally wounded 
od fterwaris were on their way to attack the main army when they 
noountersd. the varty. 
gesiah Culbertson vas in company sith Mej. Paraone and Gowen 
when the Gelebrated Cherokee chief, Fic Aeor, was taken and after- 
aras killed in attempting to escane. Yr. Culbertson neluc raised 
on the frontier wag one of the mest active anit effective scouts 
of his day. He was generally detached as a spy on the rovements of 
he enery, and frequently had his comrade shot down at his side. 
3 When the Revolutionary War broke out he joined the Whigs and 
a8 actively engaged in most of the campaicns of South Carolina 
Early in the War Governor Rutledge of South Carolina, sent a ls tee. 
euantity of ammunition into the then back country to anabdle ths 


Hhigs to keep the Tories in ohesck. It was placed under care of Col. 
ee in ninety aix district, who kept it at his house under 


) guard of twenty-five men-- a body of Tories under the command of 
one Col. Yonre of North Carolina attempting to take it, made an 
attack on the house of Col. Thomas, at the commencement of whio> 

“Col, Thomas and the guard took to flight leaving the women of the 
family and Mr. Culbertson who refused to retreat into the house. 

“Mr. Gulbertaon kept ue a fire on the Taries 80 fatally and rapidly 

(by afd of one of the women) that the Tories were compelled to ret- 

reat, leaving several of their horses. After the retreat of the 
Tories Mr. Culbertson and the wouan conoealed the ammunition in 
the wooda 2nd it was subsesvently delivered to Gen Sumpter, who 
was heard a*terwards frecvently to say that he veed the same armun- 
4tion in the ekirmishes at Rocky Mount ari the Henezing Rook. 

- Soon after this a notorious Tory Caption, called *?lundsring 
~-Bamuel Brown", took Col. Thomas the father-in-119 of Mr Culbert- 
prisoner, and carried him together with his negroes and horses 

es British, and also threatened to burn ‘“r Culbertson's house 
y his family and abused “rs. Culbertson very much. This con~ 


termined ‘ir Culbertson , attemet Mr. Erown Ve canvuare and 
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ing 1 son his track pursued him in ‘company with Cart. Hallo- 
Studman and Wr. ‘Neal — Ym Mellhenry and come umen h: im 
- Thomp : psons, an Urcle of 2a late Juice Thorrdon of this ~ 
ered he had storped to petra himself and his ren. The 
without shot to the house and after laying ecnceal- 
ties Prown stepred out of the house into the yard ard@ was 
jad cy ir. Culbertson, ani nis men taking alarm immediate- 
Erown Was an active ani shrewd man and the terror of the 
nn ard children wherever his name was known, 
_ kr. Culbertson waa at the siege of Savannah when en attempt 
was made ty the Americans and the French to take that place by 
storm, their fores consisting of 3 Platoon of &ssulars in front 
anda Plateon of Militia oloss in thse rear. 
_ A oanron loaded with a ball, tozether with bars of lead cut 
into small pieces was firad rom the British works. The ball 
etruck the head af the Commanding Officer of the regulars, sever- 
dng a portion of his head from his body, his brains flying in 
every direction when the officer fell into the arzs of Mr Cultert- 
son. Tre young men bearings the officer ur, one uron each side 
re wounded vy scattering pieces of léa%. a porticn of the con- 
tents of ths cannon passed throuch the hair and clothes of %r. 
Culberteen. 
ac At the taking of South Csrolina by the Pritish and Tories 
the liberty party fled to North Carclina shere Ur. Culbertson be- 
@ame aceuainted with the late Col. Isaac Shelby, ence Goverror 
of Kentucky and here too he became acnuainted with Col. Clark of 
% Georzis. With these cfficers Er. Culbertson formed an intimate 


“agnuatntanes ani waa the warm friend, confident of flor. Shelby, 
Oe 


who aprointes him 2s the mest suitable re-rson to select the 
ground uron which to coring on an =ngagement -ith the enemy and 
| Placed unger his command a flanking party with so much acroit- 
mné3s ind resolution that the result was a total Giscomfiture <nd 
defeat on the part of the Tories. 

Mr. Culbertson also acted in the capacity of a spy under Sheloy 
at the tattle cf Cedsr Springs. Some of the Tories aho were accu- 
ainted sith Hr. Culbertson viloted Col. Fergugor to his (Culber- 
teen's) farm there they Gestroyed sverything they could, after 
feedin: their horses rith his corn and oats. made a bonfire of his 
fences-~ killed his hoce and cattle, plundered his house, abused 
Era. Culbertson and took from her sven her finger rincs and picked 
her pockets, fin-lly rode off the horses, this leavine the farily 
destitute of the means ef sustencnce. 

Ferguson then moved to “Ying's Mountain. Culbertson was 
Shelty's regiment and was somrmanisi to take cossession of an pee 
a piece of land for which Cart. R. Fought hori, but Culbertson 
presgei ao sloss upon him as to compel him to gives way and onnesal 
simaalf behind some larce recks, where Culbertcon shot him in the 
e23 when the Tories «ll cave say and rallied their forces sceinst 
Col. Cleveland's regimsrt, but they were recetved =ith so much 
rmth anc resolution from that ouarter with rifle tells, thst 
they were agzin repulsed and begun te surrender, then Ferqueon 
ttemptes to make his escape. 
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bvertson, a few days previous having had a description 6f >. 
ough the instrumentality of some prisoners, was at that 
mt in “the act of priming his rifle to shoot when Ferzuson 
cane in view and was shot at by two individuals, and fell “e234 
from his horse. 

Some weeks previous to this avent, Culbertson, ag ta in 
capacity of a epy, fell in with the enemy, while in « mov- 

; Position and was so near Fsereuson that he could have 

powder burned hia. 

Culbertgon was in the seize of 95 as well as in most of the 
enzagements with the Pories in the back Country. At one tize 
the Teries had possession of the neizhborhand where he Lived 

n he and three other nersons rant inta the settiement of the 
Tr y Camps. Culbertson was taken sick in the mean time, at the 
19Nse of a friend. The ‘Tories sing informed of this fact, de- 
termined an taking him and 25 of them set out in the nizht, but 
Fe. they arrived within a short distance of ths house whtre 
Culbertson was, he sot intimation of the fact and made his 
escape before their eyee, they beins afraid to attack him, leaving, 
hoveve., all his olethes behind, exeept the shirt on hia back. 
After thie event, the Tortes heeame ao muoh enfrazed that ucon 
antering the house they vent their hellish spleen ani malics 
“upon = young brother, then but a lad, by outting him with their 
~eWords in a brutal and shocking manner. The lad in order tn save 
himself from the lacerating blows, whioh the Tories were piety tt 
won him, took shelter behind Mra. Culbertson (7) helding up his 
ands that his head might eacape the blows, but his arms were sa 
out to pieces that larze particles of vone were found in his 
shirt sleeves and this ends the Fiend like trazedy uron the part 
of ths Taries upon that oacoasion. 

Ths Faithful rifle with which Culbertsen saved the Nagezins 
and the lives of many individuala was carried by him through- 
out the American Revolution is still in the Possession of his 

y ungest son. 

_ In 1610 Ur. Culbertson moved to this State and settled in 

the forks of White River where he reaised until his death. One 

f his sons was killed in 1812 by the Indians. In 1837 ha lost 
nis wife. He had began in a helpless and fesbla consi tion for 
s*verai vears past. he Gpark of patriotiem burned in his bosom 
o the last, during his ue sickness he talked with crateful 


snambranae of his officers, "Shelby and Clark". 
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